
"Advent: The Coming of True Joy" 

 Romans 10:1-11 

Intro 

 Over the last few weeks, we’ve been covering the ADVENT…the coming of Christ. And 
we’ve kind of gone a little deeper as a reminder of what we truly celebrate during Christmas. 

First, we covered ‘hope and were reminded of the hope fulfilled that the coming of Christ 

represented…for thousands of years, they had waited for the promised seed…promised by God 
at the fall of man…to come and make things right. They knew where he would come from 
(historical books) and they knew what he would look like (prophetic books) but then nothing 

else for 500 years until that fateful night when Immanuel was born. Then last week we covered 

peace, as a reminder of the peace between God and man that was brought by Jesus. He came 

for the sick, those that need help. This was embodied in the shepherds, the lowest of the low. 

The outcast of society, yet God sent the angels to them. Peace to all with whom God is pleased! 

Then today, we move on to the third candle…joy! 

 Folks, Christmas is really a magical time for kids. The reason is because when you're a 

kid, you just ask for everything. There is not a commercial on television that Molly doesn't say, 

"I want that...I’m going to get that!" And since as a kid, you ask for everything, you have no idea 

what you're getting. So it’s exciting to wonder what is under there. 
 Then as you get older, what you want kind of shrinks as the expense of the things you 

want increases. And because of that you can you kind of guess what's under the tree for you: 

"I'll probably get this. I'm maybe going to get this." You know you're going to open up that 

package of underwear and/or socks. You know it's in there. So some of the magic wears off at 

that point. 

But when you have kids, it kind of begins again. My mom was like that. She would get as 

excited as us. There was one time in particular where we came home after a Christmas Eve 

service, and my mom was like, "You can open one present." We got to open one, and then we 

were so giddy about it, she freaked out and was like, "Open them all!" We just opened all of our 

presents on Christmas Eve.  

And I’ve kind of inherited that from her. I remember when Madi was born, that first 

Christmas. I was giddy. I just couldn't wait for it. I went overboard and got all of these cute little 

toys for her. And the day came and we videotaped us going in to get her and sitting her in front 

of the tree for her to just have at it...then all she did was play with the boxes and eat  the paper. 

So word of advice, if you have infants, just wrap some boxes. It’s cheap and they'll love it. 

 But what has happened now is as I've gotten older and as Madi has gotten older, we're 

kind of back in magic zone. Especially now when the commercial comes on and Madi is like, 

"Oh, I really, really want that," and I know we got it. I know, as she says that, it's six feet from 

her. That's exciting. 

 But as exciting as that is, there will be no family experience, there will be no gift you 

open, that carries more opportunity for joy, and more opportunity for fullness of life like the 

reality that God came in the flesh and dwelt among us, Immanuel, God With Us. 

EX. Dawson Trottman , the person who began Navigator's Bible Study Series would 

always have his family share a verse when they would sit down eat...His young daughter's 

favorite verse was John 3:16 so she would always want to quote it when it was her time to 

share. Unfortunately, she had trouble w/ the word 'Whosoever' so she would get a running 



start and say the word very quickly. One day they had a missionary visiting and they sat down 

to eat and the little girl said her verse as she always did by flying through 'Whosoever'. When 

she was finished, the missionary said to Trottman, "I think I heard that verse this evening, said 

the way God wanted it spoken...that God so loved the world that he paid so great a price that 

Whosoever, anybody would have access to God." 

 Folks, that's the great truth I want to highlight to us this morning about Christmas...here 

is why it brings such joy…it is for everyone. 

 We live in a world of rejection: rejected by military, rejected by college, rejected for a 

loan, rejected by divorce, rejected in marriage proposal, rejected by asking someone to go 

steady with you, rejected by friends, rejected by loved one's, now even a child can reject a 

parent through litigation...we live in a world of rejection and it is a  devastating thing that most 

people fear and are scarred from... 

 > But there is one thing that we can never be rejected by: God! 

 That's what I want to show you this morning folks...this great heartwarming truth of 

'whosoever'. Because of what God has done in providing His Son for us and the salvation that 

He brought through the high price that He paid...it is easy for a person to freely receive the 

finished work of Christ! 

 Nowhere in Scripture is this great truth more clearly unfolded than in Rom 10:1-11. In 

this passage Paul shows us that if the Gospel is completely accomplished by God, without any 

works from us...then anyone ('Whosoever') can come...no matter who they are. 

  

* TURN TO ROMANS 10:1-11 

 > Background to these verses: The Jews believed that the promises of God...the 

 salvation of God...being the people of God was a gift only provided to Jews 

> Paul says, THIS IS SIMPLY NOT TRUE! IT IS FOR EVERYONE AND HERE IS HIS 

ARGUMENT FOR WHY WE CAN DRAW THIS CONCLUSION... 

 

V. 2 - Paul Has To Show Why Their exclusivity of relationship with God Is Not God's Plan 

 1. If I say Italy = Pasta, Roman Empire; France = Chef's, Art, Romance; Swiss = Banks, 

 Alps; England = Royal family, History, etc... I say Israel = You think of God! 

 > Israel's Nat'l identity is their relationship to God...their pursuit of the righteousness of 

 God...Paul compliments them for this 

* Then Paul follows...although they have zeal and were sincere, they were still sincerely wrong! 

* Israel was sincere, but sincerity doesn’t make you right.  
 

 > Ex. Kid in t-ball...they take off with all they are worth, they get to second, the balls on 

 it's way and everyone's telling them to stop but they keep right on truckin'...they finally 

 get to third and they are out...they are sincere, putting their all into it, but it was not in 

 accordance to  knowledge 

 > This is zeal...but it is not what God desires, it is not pleasing to God (although in their 

 hearts  they feel it is right) 

V. 3 - Here's Why 

* 2 things led to their religious error 

 > Ignorance 



  ^ The reason someone tries to create a religion to please God is that they do not  

  understand the righteousness/holiness of God 

   # Isaiah said, "Woe is me...I am a man of unclean lips! Because my eyes  

   have seen the king" 

 > They were proud so they establish own righteousness  

# oftentimes you will ask someone if they will go to heaven and they say 

yes because “I have done all of these things”… 

# What they have done is they have darkened the beauties of God and 

then they survey their own lives, erect their own standard of heaven that 

is no higher than themselves, then they proclaim their own verdict 

  ^ Are you going to heaven? 'YES!' (SAYS WHO???)...it doesn't matter what man  

  says, they didn't create man, the universe, heaven...only the creator establishes  

  the way 

  ^ They would not submit themselves to the righteousness that God offers  

   # Man goes to heaven because the perfection that God desires was  

   provided by his Son  

   # That death, which is required for us, was taken by His Son 

   # Man embraces it by faith and God proclaims him righteous by faith 

   # That is the righteousness by which God is the standard and God is the  

   author 

V. 4 – Because of v. 3 Paul Is Able To Proclaim V. 4  

 A. Christ Is The End Of The Law To Everyone Who Believes - Because When We Trust In 

 Jesus Christ and What He Accomplished...our own righteousness, our own walk relaying 

 on our abilities comes to an end 

  1. We can trust in His goodness or our own but not both 

 C. V. 5-9 - Paul Calls Moses To Testify (Quotes Deut 30) 

  1. V. 5 (Moses) - Man who keeps law perfectly, shall live by them perfectly for all  

  time (I'm sorry has never crossed our lips - we have never done wrong;   

  forgiveness - has never been needed)  

   * (To go to heaven under law...we have to be as good as God) 

A. vv.8-9 He shows through their history that they have never been good enough 

 B. They had the law...how did they do with it during their history? (From Joshua to 

 Nehemiah) - They failed completely 

 D. Now what does he say? DEUT 30:11-14 

  1. V. 11-14 – You can’t do it yourself but it is not beyond you… 

 (Paul's quote in Romans) 

> Why? BECAUSE IT IS NEAR YOU! _ It is right here...you know what the 

standard is…perfection (God has given us everything that we need 

though Christ) 

 E. Here’s what Paul’s saying 

1. We don't need to go to heaven (because Christ has been there)...we   

 don't have to fulfill the law (Christ has) 

  2. HE IS THE HOLY ONE OF GOD! THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS NO NOT ONE BUT  

  HIM! 



V. 11 - Therefore - WHOSOEVER! 

 

First Peter 3:18 and Hebrews 9:28 have this same idea in them. It's that Christ died once and for all for 

those who are perishing. The altar is closed. You have nothing to lay on it, because it's closed. There's no 

fire, there's no need for blood, no need for an offering for your sin; it's paid for. 

 We're a couple of days away from Christmas. There's a lot to do between now and then. We've 

already been to a couple of Christmas things, and we have a few more to go to. We'll laugh a lot in these 

days, and some of us will cry a lot in these days. 

 When all is said and done, what I want to continually lay before you is, regardless of what you've 

asked for, regardless of what you get, even if you get the car with the bow on it, it is all not even 

secondary to what we've been given in the coming of Christ who dwelt among us, who becomes our 

righteousness and absorbs from us our sins. 

 The invitation to all of us is to enter into the forgiveness of God made possible in Christ. Just 

know I love you and so desperately want you to walk in the joy of the Lord and not be constrained by 

religiosity but really to get that God loves you and likes you, and yes, he's calling you to His forgiveness 

that is utterly and completely complete.  

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/First%20Peter%203.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%209.28

