
The Advent  - Eternal Love  

God works in the most mysterious of ways:  

= What we would expect God to do, He often changes what we might think He would do.  

The paradox (twin truths that seem like they are self-contradictory, but aren’t) 

i.e. – (Living through Dying) If you want to save your life, you must lose it. 

i.e.  – (Exaltation through Humility) If You will be greatest, you have to be the servant. 

i.e.  (Strength through weakness) – When I am weak, then I am strong 

i.e. (Receiving through giving) – “It is better to give than receive” 

i.e. (Freedom through servitude) – “We are most free when we become slaves to Christ”  

i.e. (Saving the World) – God’s plan to redeem mankind came through a helpless baby 

 

This plan to save, to rescue, to redeem mankind …is nonsensical. God sent a baby, who would become a child, 
then teen, then a man – a common, poor, nobody who would live and work for 30 years only to have three 

years of localized ministry before being accused, captured, unfairly tried, tortured, &killed a criminal’s death And Yet, God’s plan changed the world!! WE are here today because that plan, as weird, as paradoxical, as 
nonsensical as it is  . . . it worked.  

But what about the The Night BEFORE Jesus came?? 

“Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.” 

But what was the world like the night before Jesus came? 

READ Malachi 3:1-6 

1. The Earth is still Curse Infested  

In the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve chose their own rebellious way, and mankind fell from God’s 
grace and favor, the Bible says that God cursed the earth. (Genesis 3). Sin brought suffering, toil, difficulty, 

trouble, pain, and eventually death. Under the regime of sin, the earth brought forth weeds and briars 

amongst the crops, and Adam toiled the ground. 

And that is the way it continued – century after century. And man’s sin spread and multiplied. The day before 
Jesus came, the curse infested the earth. “For creation (our world) waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the One who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and 

glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. “ Romans 8:19-21 

2. Heaven Was Silent 

As history was written, prophets came – men of God with a word from Heaven. Elijah, Elisha … Isaiah, Jeremiah … Ezekiel, Daniel … men hearing from God. But then there was silence. The prophet Malachi closed 
off the sacred writings of the Old Testament, and then 400 silent years. People still came to the temples and 



synagogues … but there was no more revelation. After all man’s failure to meet God’s standard, perhaps He 
had abandoned us? Left us to our own doomed devices? 

The day before Jesus came, Heaven was silent. 

3. Men Were Looking for a Savior 

Way back in the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve first sinned, God not ONLY judged them. In His holiness 

He HAD to deal with sin, BUT He also gave a precious promise. A promise that those prophets reiterated time 

after time. The promise was of a coming Savior. That God would not leave the earth under the curse. That 

He would not leave His creation to destruction – but He promised to send a deliverer – someone to make a way back to Eden … back to restored relationship with God. 
Men knew the promise of God, and they looked for the Savior. 

- Some looked in sincerity for their promised Messiah 

- Religious leaders looked for the proving of their theory 

- Political activists looked for a hero, a civil zealot to lead them 

4. God Was waiting for the perfect time in History to reveal His Plan “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5 

 

- When Israel was ready – (Nothing else had worked to draw them into real relationship with God, not 

blessing, not curse (invasion, exile, rejection). 
 

- When the World was ready (The perfect moment of history - e.g. Pax Romana (roads, Greek Language) 

BUT MOST SIGNIFICANTLY: 

- When God Himself, in His perfect wisdom, was ready (God’s ways (timing) are higher than ours) “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:8-9 

The day before Jesus came, The world was dark. There was little hope. Lives were desperate 

And then LOVE BROKE THROUGH!! God’s eternal love sent His Son to the earth to BECOME our rescue, our 
redemption, our hope. To show us God Himself.  

READ Luke: 2:8-20 

A. God’s eternal love shattered the curse on the earth. His Son’s love would end all sin and death. B. Christ’s arrival shattered the silence of Heaven. The Heavenly hosts proclaim The Advent of Jesus. 

 C. Jesus came and fulfilled all the hopes and aspirations of those who sincerely looked for God’s promised 
Savior. Jesus is the Savior. He is the mediator to help mankind back to God, to show them God, to give them a 

http://biblehub.com/2_peter/3-9.htm


right relationship with God.  Christ came to bring us right into full fellowship with God again – forever and 

forever. 

D. Christ came at the perfect moment. When the world needed Him most. “And We, ourselves, …, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at 

all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” Romans 8:23-25 

Thank God that where sin abounded, GRACE did much more abound. 

Everything changed when Jesus was born. Because He had come, all things were made possible. The poor 

would receive good news; the brokenhearted could be healed; the captives might be set free; the blind 

receive their sight; the oppressed could be lifted up into liberty. We could have life. 

Even though His arrival went largely unnoticed by most of the world, let us NOT be guilty of forgetting the 

ADVENT, the beautiful, mysterious, paradoxical plan of God to send Eternal Love to our world.  Let us not be silent!! LET’S PRAISE HIM NOW!! 
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